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ABSTRACT: Shahnamah-e-Islam by Abu al-Asar
Hafeez Jalandhari is a monumental four-volume poetic
chronicle that transcends conventional Urdu poetry.
Blending literary mastery with devotional purpose, the
work offers a versified history of Islam—from the
genesis of the universe to the early Islamic conquests—
while promoting Islamic values and identity. Inspired by
a visionary dream, Jalandhari composed this magnum
opus across four decades, beginning with the publication
of the first volume in 1928. Structured across multiple
“books,” each volume narrates pivotal events such as
the birth of the Prophet Muhammad %, the Battle of
Badr, the Trials of Uhud, and the socio-political
landscape of early Islam. Revered by critics like Sheikh
Abdul Qadir, who deemed it a landmark in Urdu
literature, the poem is both educational and nationalistic
in tone. Its remarkable popularity and enduring
influence stems from its lyrical simplicity, narrative
coherence, and thematic depth. Despite being labeled by
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some as prose-like, the work remains a living testimony
to Hafeez’s vision: to present Islamic history in poetic
form, accessible to the masses. Shahnamah-e-Islam
stands not merely as literature, but as a cultural legacy
meant to guide future generations through the moral and
spiritual landscapes of Islamic tradition.
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