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ABSTRACT: Postmodern condition erupted
out of the knowledge explosion occurred during
the later decades of the 21st century. Like all
other walks of life, this postmodern condition
impacted the literary domain across the globe.
The ancient norms of the literary tradition were
challenged with an overwhelming skepticism.
This skeptical insight was prone to precision, so
the genre of novel was the only literary form
which can cope with a skepticism of this scale.
That is the reason that novel in the 21st century
has become a leading, and perhaps the only
valid genre. Postmodern fiction has certain
ideological traits, which can be marked as the
recognition  hyper reality, rejection of
metanarratives, fragility of human mind in the
form of schizophrenia and a playful attitude
towards the once considered as most significant
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aspects of life. These themes have been
skillfully depicted some of the 21st century
Urdu novels, i.e., Sifar se Aik tak(Mirza Athar
Baig), Bhag Bhari(Safdar Zaidi),
Daira(Muhammad Asim Butt) and Talash e
Wajood(Aslam Siraj Ud Din). This article will
analyze the traits of the postmodern fiction by
analyzing the aforementioned Urdu novels.
KEYWORDS: Postmodernism, Hyperreality,
Metanarrative, Schizophrenia, Playfulness,

Urdu Novel, Mirza Athar Baig, Safdar Zaidi,
Muhammad Asim Butt, Aslam Siraj Ud Din
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A personality disorder characterized by behavioral
eccentricities and anomalies of cognition and
affect that resemble those of schizophrenia,
notably marked discomfort with, and reduced
capacity for, close personal relationships together
with cognitive or perceptual distortions and
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The pleasure of the text is not the pleasure of the

corporeal striptease or of a narrative suspense. In
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these cases, there is no tear, no edges: a gradual
unveiling: the entire excitation takes refuge in the
hope of seeing the sexual organ(schoolboy’s
dream) or in knowing the end of the
story(novelistic satisfaction) .. Thus, what I enjoy
in a narrative is not directly its content or even its
structure, but rather the abrasions I impose upon
the fine surface; I read on, I skip, I look up, I dip in
again. Which has nothing to do with the deep
laceration the text of bliss inflicts upon language
itself, and not upon the simple temporality of its

reading.m)
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