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ABSTRACT: The Trojan Horse is one of the
most enduring symbols of deception and
strategic  intelligence 1n  human history.
Originating from Greek mythology, it represents
a powerful narrative of how appearances can
conceal dangerous intentions. This article
explores the transformation of the Trojan Horse
from an ancient war strategy into a modern
metaphor widely used in cyber security, politics,
and social systems. The study examines how
deception, as a fundamental human strategy, has
evolved but retained its core principles across

different historical periods. The research adopts

a qualitative analytical approach, drawing upon
classical texts, modern theoretical frameworks,
and contemporary digital practices. It argues
that the Trojan Horse 1s not merely a
mythological construct but a continuing reality
in modern society, particularly in the digital age
where cyber threats exploit human psychology
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and trust. The study further highlights how

political and economic systems often employ
Trojan-like strategies to achieve influence and

control. The findings suggest that the

persistence of this metaphor i1s deeply rooted in
human behavior, especially the tendency to trust
external appearances. The article concludes that
awareness, critical thinking, and ethical
responsibility are essential tools to counter
modern forms of deception. The Trojan Horse,
therefore, remains a timeless symbol that
bridges the past, present and future, offering
valuable insights into both human nature and
contemporary global challenges.

KEYWORDS: Odyssey, Myths, Deception,

Cyber Security, Strategy, Mythology, Digital
Threats, Trust
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A Trojan Horse named “Explore. Zip~ made
headlines in June, 1999. It was first detected in
Israel, but in less than a week had spread around
the world. It erased files on tens of thousands of
corporate computers at AT&T, Boeing, General

Electric, Micro soft, and perhaps others (2,3).

This Trojan Horse arrived as an attachment to an
e-mail message. The e-mail message came from
the computer of someone you knew, and stated “I
received your e-mail and I shall send you a reply
ASAP. Til then, take a look at the attached zipped
docs.” The attached file, named “zipped-files.exe”
contained the Trojan Horse. (An “exe” suffix
means the file is executable, in other words, a

program which will run on your machine @.
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The Trojan horse can be used in cyber-warfare and
cyber—terrorism, as recent attacks in the field of

industrial espionage have shown. @
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The Trojan Horse lives on - not in the walls of

Troy, but in the codes of our digital world.
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