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ABSTRACT: Magical realism, a technique
that originated in painting in the late twentieth
century, later gained worldwide popularity in
literature. Its literary prominence 1is largely
attributed to One Hundred Years of Solitude,
through which the mode achieved international
recognition. Magical realism is a prose
technique grounded in realism; however, it
incorporates magical and extraordinary events
into a realistic narrative in such a seamless
manner that these events appear natural and
acceptable within the represented world.
Although magical realism may resemble
traditional realism in narrative structure, it
differs fundamentally through the inclusion of
supernatural, mythical, and fantastical elements
that coexist with reality without disrupting the
realistic framework. Magical realism is broadly
categorized into two types: epistemological
magical realism and ontological magical
realism. J. A. Cuddon, one of the major theorists
of magical realism, has identified several
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defining elements of this mode. Using these
elements as a theoretical framework, the present
study critically examines Mirza Athar Baig’s
novel Zero Se Aik Tak. The analysis
demonstrates that the novel fulfills the principal
characteristics of magical realism, including the
fusion of real and imaginary worlds, the use of
dreams, mysterious forms of knowledge,
supernatural elements, subjective interpretations
of time, meta-reality in narration, wonder-
inducing motifs, and ambiguity.Furthermore,
since the novel draws its thematic material from
scientific knowledge and Pakistani cultural
contexts, it aligns closely with the recognized
categories of magical realism and establishes
itself as a significant example of magical realist
fiction in contemporary Urdu literature.
KEYWORDS: Magical Realism, Mirza Athar
Baig, Zero Se Aik Tak, Urdu Novel, J. A.
Cuddon, Epistemological Magical Realism,
Ontological Magical Realism, Pakistani Culture,
Supernatural Elements, Narrative Technique
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