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novelette “Roop Behroop” (2020) presents a
poignant cultural analysis of the rise and fall of
the syncretic civilization of the Indian

Accepted:27-06-2026 subcontinent. Through a child’s innocent
Online:28-06-2026 perspective, Tarar beautifully depicts the shared
Hindu-Muslim culture of pre-Partition era by

\@ (¥ domestic shrines, Hindu deities, religious

rituals, folk healing, kite-flying, horse-drawn
Copyright:© 2026 by the cgrriqges, anq .indigenous food. The parrative
authors. This is an highlights religion as the central unifying force
access-openarticle of this composite culture. In contrast, the latter
distributed under the part of the novelette exposes the cultural

portraying traditional havelis, ornate balconies,

terms and conditions of  devastation in Pakistan caused by religious

the Creative Common
Attribution (CC BY)
license

extremism and intolerance showing

systematic destruction of centuries-old heritage,

decline of traditional arts, and denial of basic
human dignity even in death. Ultimately “Roop
Behroop” serves as a moving elegy for the lost
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syncretic culture of the subcontinent, illustrating

how religion, once a source of cultural unity,
has become a major tool of its destruction.

KEYWORDS: Mustansar hussain Tarar,
Roop Behroop, Cultural Study, Cultural Decline
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"It is also true that Tarar has captured not only the
cultural and geographical beauty of Pakistan, and
also its socio—political inequalities and ideological
contradictions, and the agonies and the ecstasies of
its masses, but also that his fictional world has
larger spaces for other species, especially for

birds.(lr)"
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