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ABSTRACT: Allama Muhammad Igbal’s
poetry embodies a  profound historical
consciousness through which he interprets the
rise and decline of civilizations, the intellectual
heritage of Islam, and the political and cultural
challenges confronting the Muslim world. For
Igbal, history is not merely a chronological
record of past events; rather, it is a dynamic
source of collective awareness, moral instruction,
and civilizational renewal. His poetry draws
extensively upon Qur’anic narratives, significant
personalities of Islamic history, and the cultural
achievements of Muslim civilization. Figures
such as Prophet Ibrahim, Prophet Musa, Tariq ibn
Ziyad, Sultan Tipu, and other historical
personalities appear as symbols of faith, courage,
selfhood, and resistance. Igbal critically examines
the decline of Muslim societies, attributing it to
intellectual stagnation, political subjugation,
spiritual weakness, and the abandonment of
creative action. At the same time, he challenges
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colonial historiography and seeks to restore
confidence in the cultural identity and historical
legacy of Muslims. His concept of Khudi
connects  individual  self-realization  with
collective revival and transforms historical
memory into a force for future reconstruction.
This study examines the major dimensions of
historical consciousness in Igbal’s Urdu and
Persian poetry through an analytical and
interpretative approach. It concludes that Igbal
employs history not to glorify the past
nostalgically but to awaken the present
generation, encourage critical self-evaluation, and
envision a progressive future founded upon
spiritual  freedom, purposeful action, and
civilizational dignity.

KEYWORDS: Allama Igbal, historical
consciousness,  Islamic  history, = Muslim
civilization, Khudi, cultural identity, colonialism,

civilizational revival
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